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By submitting this programme, the Member State (MS) attests that the relevant 
provisions of the EU legislation will be implemented during its entire period of 
approval, in particular: 
 

- Regulation (EC) No 2160/2003 on the control of Salmonella and other specified 
food-borne zoonotic agents, 

- Regulation (EU) No 517/2011 implementing Regulation (EC) No 2160/2003 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council as regards a Union target for the 
reduction of the prevalence of Salmonella serotypes in laying hens of Gallus 
gallus, 

- Regulation (EC) No 1177/2006 implementing Regulation (EC) No 2160/2003 as 
regards requirements for the use of specific control methods in the framework 
of the national programmes for the control of Salmonella in poultry. 

As a consequence, the following measures will be implemented during the whole 
period of the programme: 

 

1. Aim of the programme  
  
It is to implement all relevant measures in order to reduce the prevalence of 
Salmonella Enteritidis and Salmonella Typhimurium (including the serotypes 
with the antigenic formula l,4,[5],12:i:-) in adult laying hens of Gallus gallus 
('Union target') as follows:

An annual minimum percentage of reduction of positive flocks of adult 
laying hens equal to at least 10% where the prevalence in the 
preceding year was less than 10%.

An annual minimum percentage of reduction of positive flocks of adult 
laying hens equal to at least 20% where the prevalence in the 
preceding year was more than or equal to 10% and less 
than 20%.

A reduction of the maximum percentage equal to 2% or less of 
positive flocks of adult laying hens. 

The Member States has less than 50 flocks of adult laying hens: the 
target is to have not more than one adult flock remaining positive.  
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The Union target shall be achieved every year based on the monitoring of the 
previous year.

Comments(max. 32000 chars) : 

2. The programme will be implemented on the whole territory of the MS.

yes no

If No, please explain :

3. Flocks subject to the programme 
 
The programme covers all flocks of adult laying hens of Gallus gallus but does 
not apply to flocks for private domestic use or leading to the direct supply, by 
the producer, of small quantities of table eggs to the final consumer or to local 
retail establishments directly supplying the eggs to the final consumer.  
For the latter case (direct supply), national rules are adopted ensuring 
Salmonella control in these flocks.  
The programme covers also all rearing flocks of future laying hens.

yes no

If No, please explain :
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Total number of 
flocks of layers in the 

MS

Number of flocks 
covered by the 

programme

Number of flocks 
where FBO 

sampling shall 
take place

Number of flocks 
where official 

sampling will take 
place

Rearing flocks

Adult flocks

Number of holdings with more than 1,000 laying hens

Number of flocks in these holdings

NB : All cells shall be filled in with the best estimation available.

Comments (max. 32000 chars) : 

4. Notification of the detection of target Salmonella serovars 

A procedure is in place which guarantees that the detection of the presence of 
the relevant Salmonella serotypes during sampling at the initiative of the food 
business operator (FBO) is notified without delay to the competent authority by 
the laboratory performing the analyses. Timely notification of the detection of 
the presence of any of the relevant Salmonella serotypes remains the 
responsibility of the food business operator and the laboratory performing the 
analyses. 

yes no

if no, please explain : 

5. Biosecurity measures 

FBOs have to implement measures to prevent the contamination of their flocks. 

yes no
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if no, please explain. If yes, please describe the biosecurity measures that shall be applied, quote the document 
describing them (if any) (max. 32000 chars) : 

6. Minimum sampling requirements for food business operators (FBO): 

Samples at the initiative of the FBOs will be taken and analysed to test for the 
target Salmonella serovars respecting the following minimum sampling 
requirements: 

a. Rearing flocks: day-old chicks, two weeks before moving to laying phase 
or laying unit 

b. Adults laying flocks: every 15 weeks during the laying period 

yes no

if no, please explain - Indicate also who takes the FBO samples, and, if additional FBO sampling, going beyond the 
minimum sampling requirements, is performed, please describe what is done. 

7. Samples are taken in accordance with provisions of point 2.2 of Annex to 
Regulation (EU) No 517/2011 
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yes no

if no, please explain :

8. Specific requirements laid down in Annex II.D of Regulation (EC) No 
2160/2003 will be complied with where relevant. In particular:  
  
• due to the presence or the suspicion of the presence of SE or ST (including 
monophasic ST l,4,[5],12:i:-) in the flock, eggs cannot be used for human 
consumption unless heat treated;  
  
• eggs from these flocks shall be marked and considered as class B eggs.  

yes no

if no, please explain  - Indicate also if prompt depopulation of the infected flocks is compulsory.

9.If birds from flocks infected with SE or ST are slaughtered, please describe the 
measures that shall be implemented by the FBO and the CA to ensure that fresh 
poultry meat meet the relevant EU microbiological criteria (row 1.28 of 
Chapter 1 of Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 2073/2005): absence of SE/ST in 5 
samples of 25g:

Measures implemented by the FBO (farm level)

Measures implemented by the FBO (slaughterhouse level)
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Measures implemented by the CA (farm and slaughterhouse level)

10. Laboratories in which samples (official and FBO samples) collected within this 
programme are analysed are accredited to ISO 17025 standard and the 
analytical methods for Salmonella detection is within the scope of their 
accreditation.

yes no

If no, please explain :

11. The analytical methods used for the detection of the target Salmonella 
serovars is the one defined in Part 3.2 of the Annex of Regulation (EU) No 
200/2010 i.e. Amendment 1 of EN/ISO 6579-2002/Amd1:2007. `Microbiology 
of food and animal feeding stuffs  - Horizontal method for the detection of 
Salmonella spp.  -- Amendment 1: Annex D: Detection of Salmonella spp. in 
animal faeces and in environmental samples from the primary production 
stage'. 

Serotyping is performed following the Kaufman-White-Le Minor scheme. 

yes no

If no please explain.
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For samples taken on behalf of the FBO alternative methods if validated in 
accordance with the most recent version of EN/ISO16140 may be used. 

yes no

If no please explain.

12. Samples are transported and stored in accordance with point 3.1 of the Annex 
to Regulation (EU) No 517/2011. In particular, samples examination shall start 
in the laboratory within 4 days after sampling.

yes no

If no, please explain :

13. Please describe the official controls at feed level (including sampling).

Comments (max. 32000 chars) : 
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14. Official controls at holding, flock and hatchery level 

 

a. Please describe the official checks concerning the general hygiene 
provisions (Annex I of Regulation (EC) No 852/2004) including checks on 
biosecurity measures, and consequences in case of unsatisfactory 
outcome.  

(max. 32000 chars) : 

b. Routine official sampling scheme: EU minimum requirements are 
implemented i.e. official sampling are performed:  
  

 in one flock per year per holding comprising at least 1,000 birds;  
  

 at the age of 24 +/- 2 weeks in laying flocks housed in buildings where 
the relevant Salmonella was detected in the preceding flock;  
  

 in any case of suspicion of Salmonella infection when investigating food-
borne  outbreaks in accordance with Article 8 of Directive 2003/99/EC or 
any cases where the competent authority considers it appropriate, using 
the sampling protocol laid down in point 4(b) of Part D to Annex II to 
Regulation (EC) No 2160/2003;  
  

 in all other laying flocks on the holding in case Salmonella Enteritidis or 
Salmonella Typhimurium is detected in one laying flock on the holding; 
  

 in cases where the competent authority considers it appropriate. 

yes no
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If no, please explain.  - Indicate also 1)if additional official sampling going beyond EU minimum requirements is 
performed give a description of what is done 2)who is taking the official samples

c. Official confirmatory sampling (in addition to the confirmatory samples 
at the holding which are systematically performed if FBO or official 
samples are positive at the hatchery):
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Sometimes (criteria apply)

Never

Always
After positive official samples at the 
holding

Sometimes (criteria apply)

Never

Always
After positive FBO samples at the 
holding

When official confirmatory sampling is performed, additional samples are 
taken for checking the presence of antimicrobials:

Sometimes NeverAlways
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1 2 3 4

For routine 
samples taken at 
the holding

No of flocks 
positive to SE / ST

Out of the flocks in 
column 2, No of cases 
where official 
confirmatory samples3 
were taken

Out of the cases in 
column 3, No of cases 
where confirmatory 
samples were negative

FBO samples1

Official samples2

1 Reg 517/2011, point 2.2.1 of the Annex 
2 Reg 517/2011, point 2.2.2 of the Annex 
3 Reg 2160/2003, point II.D.4 of the Annex

d. Article 2 of Regulation (EC) No 1177/2006 (antimicrobials shall not be 
used as a specific method to control Salmonella in poultry): please 
describe the official controls implemented (documentary checks, 
sampletaking) to check the correct implementation of this provision. For 
samples please describe the samples taken, the analytical method used, 
the result of the tests. 

Comments  - Describe also if any other measures are implemented(max. 32000 chars) : 
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15. Salmonella vaccination

Voluntary

Compulsory

Forbidden

Use of Salmonella vaccines is in compliance with provisions of Article 3 of 
Regulation (EC) No 1177/2006. 

yes no

If no, please explain.

16. System for compensation to owners for the value of their birds slaughtered 
or culled and the eggs destroyed or heat treated.
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17. Please describe the official procedure to test, after the depopulation of an 
infected flock, the efficacy of the disinfection of a poultry house (No of 
samples, No of tests, samples taken, etc).

1. Structure and organisation of the Competent Authorities (from the central 
CA to the local CAs) 
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2. Legal basis for the implementation of the programme 

3. Give a short summary of the outcome of the monitoring of the target 
Salmonella serovars (SE, ST) implemented in accordance with Article 4 of 
Directive 2003/99/EC (evolution of the prevalence values based on the 
monitoring of animal populations or subpopulations or of the food chain). 
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4. System for the registration of holdings and identification of flocks

5. System to monitor the implementation of the programme. 
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Type of the test (description) Target population Number of planned tests

Bacteriological detection test Laying flocks of Gallus gallus 124

Serotyping Laying flocks of Gallus gallus 39

Antimicrobial detection test Laying flocks of Gallus gallus 120

Test for verification of the efficacy of disinfection Laying flocks of Gallus gallus 48

Type of the test (description) Rearing flocks Adult flocks

Total No of flocks (a) 5 126

No of flocks in the programme 5 126

No of flocks planned to be checked (b) 0 38

No of flock visits to take official samples (c) 0 70

No of official samples taken 0 292

Target serovars (d) SE + ST SE + ST

Possible No of flocks infected by target serovars 0 8

Possible No of flocks to be depopulated 0 8

Total No of birds to be slaughtered/culled 0 40 000

Total No of eggs to be destroyed Text 130 000

Total No of eggs to be heat treated Text 0
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(a) Including eligible and non eligible flocks 
(b) A checked flock is a flock where at least one official sampling visit will take place. A flock shall be counted only once even if it was visited serveral times. 
(c) Each visit for the purpose of taking official samples shall be counted. Several visits on the same flock for taking official samples shall be counted separately.  
(d) Salmonella Enteritidis and Salmonella Typhimurium =  SE + ST      
     Salmonella Enteritidis, Typhimurium, Hadar, Infantis, Virchow = SE+ ST + SH +SI + SV 

Type of the test (description) Target on vaccination

Number of flocks in the Salmonella programme 0

Number of flocks expected to be vaccinated 0

Number of birds expected to be vaccinated 0

Number of doses expected to be administered 0
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1. Identification of the implementing entities  - financial circuits/flows 
 

Identify and describe the entities which will be in charge of implementing the eligible measures planned in this 
programme which costs will constitute the reimbursment/payment claim to the EU. Describe the financial flows/circuits 
followed. 
Each of the following paragraphs (from a to e) shall be filled out if EU cofinancing is requested for the related measure.  
 
a) Implementing entities  - sampling: who perform the official sampling? Who pays? 
(e.g. authorised private vets perform the sampling and are paid by the regional veterinary services (state budget); 
sampling equipment is provided by the private laboratory testing the samples which includes the price in the invoice 
which is paid by the local state veterinary services (state budget)) 

b) Implementing entities  - testing: who performs the testing of the official samples? Who pays? 
(e.g. regional public laboratories perform the testing of official samples and costs related to this testing are entirely paid 
by the state budget) 
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c) Implementing entities  - compensation: who performs the compensation? Who pays? 
(e.g. compensation is paid by the central level of the state veterinary services,  
or compensation is paid by an insurance fund fed by compulsory farmers contribution) 

d) Implementing entities  - vaccination: who provides the vaccine and who performs the vaccination? Who pays the 
vaccine? Who pays the vaccinator? 
(e.g. farmers buy their vaccine to the private vets, send the paid invoices to the local state veterinary services which 
reimburse the farmers of the full amount and the vaccinator is paid by the regional state veterinary services)  

e) Implementing entities  - other essential measures: who implement this measure? Who provide the equipment/
service? Who pays? 
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2. Source of funding of eligible measures 

All eligible measures for which cofinancing is requested and reimbursment will be claimed are financed by public funds.  

yes

no

3. Additional measures in exceptional and justified cases 

In the "Guidelines for the Union co-funded veterinary programmes", it is indicated that in exceptional and duly justified 
cases, additional necessary measures can be proposed by the Member States in their application. 

If you introduced these type of measures in this programme, for each of them, please provide detailed technical justification and also 
justification of their cost:
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IMPORTANT : 
 
1) The more files you attach, the longer it takes to upload them .  
2) This attachment files should have one of the format listed here : 
3) The total file size of the attached files should not exceed 2 500Kb (+- 2.5 Mb). You will receive a message while attaching when you try to load too much. 
4) IT CAN TAKE SEVERAL MINUTES TO UPLOAD ALL THE ATTACHED FILES. Don't interrupt the uploading by closing the pdf and wait until you have received a 
Submission Number! 
5) Only use letters from a-z and numbers from 1-10 in the attachment names, otherwise the submission of the data will not work.

Attachment name File will be saved as (only a-z and 0-9 and -_) : File size

Total size of attachments : 




