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Regulation (EU) 2021/522 – EU4Health Programme

• Regulation (EU) 2021/522 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 24 March 
2021 establishing a Programme for the Union’s 
action in the field of health (‘EU4Health 
Programme’) for the period 2021-2027, and 
repealing Regulation (EU) No 282/2014

EU4Health – a vision for a healthier European Union

EU4Health is the Programme for the Union's Action in the Field of Health under the MFF 2021-27

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R0522&qid=1618461051237&from=en


EU4Health – 4 General objectives

Improve & foster health in the 
Union to reduce the burden of 
communicable and non-
communicable diseases, by:

 supporting health promotion 
and disease prevention, 

 reducing health inequalities, 

 fostering healthy lifestyles 

 promoting access to 
healthcare

Protect people in the Union from 
serious cross-border threats to 
health and strengthening the 
responsiveness of health 
systems and coordination 
among the MS in order to cope 
with serious cross-border 
threats to health

Improve the availability, 
accessibility and affordability of 
medicinal products and medical 
devices, and crisis-relevant 
products in the Union, and 
supporting innovation regarding 
such products

EU4Health is a clear message that public health is a priority for Europe: it is the response to 
COVID-19 crisis and it is the instrument to pave the way towards a European Health Union 

IMPROVE & FOSTER HEALTH PROTECT PEOPLE
ACCESS TO MEDICINAL PRODUCTS & 

MEDICAL DEVICES
STRENGTHEN HEALTH SYSTEMS

Strengthen the national health systems by 
improving their resilience and resource 
efficiency through: 

 supporting integrated and coordinated 
work between MS; 

 promoting the implementation of best 
practices & promoting data sharing; 

 reinforcing the healthcare workforce;

 tackling the implications of 
demographic challenges; 

 advancing digital transformation



EU4Health – 10 Specific objectives

 Health promotion and 
disease prevention; 
cancer

 International health 
initiatives & 
cooperation

 Prevention, preparedness & 
response to cross-border 
health threats

 Complementing national 
stockpiling of essential 
crisis-relevant products

 Establishing a reserve of 
medical, healthcare & 
support staff

 Enhancement of availability, 
accessibility & affordability 
of medicinal products, 
medical devices and crisis-
relevant products

 Strengthening health data, 
digital tools & services, digital 
transformation of healthcare

 Enhancing access to healthcare

 Developing and implementing 

EU health legislation and
evidence-based decision 
making

 Integrated work among MS 
health systems

Health is an investment: the EU4Health programme will provide financial support for delivering 
on the EU Health policy along ten key areas of intervention

IMPROVE & FOSTER HEALTH PROTECT PEOPLE
ACCESS TO MEDICINAL PRODUCTS & 

MEDICAL DEVICES
STRENGTHEN HEALTH SYSTEMS



EU4Health – annual work programmes : the process

 INPUT, CONSULTATION, INFORMATION – on priorities, 
strategic orientations and needs

 PREPARATION – the Commission drafts the annual work 
programme

 COMMITTEE PROCEDURE – opinion of the EU4Health 
Programme Committee

 ADOPTION – implementing acts

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DG SANTE

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT – ENVI COMM. 
(INFORMATION)

EU4HEALTH STEERING GROUP – MS 
(CONSULTATION) 

EU4HEALTH PROGRAMME COMMITTEE -
MS (OPINION)

STAKEHOLDERS

(INPUT)

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

(DECISION)



EU4Health work programmes – 4 strands of action + cancer
EU4Health supports a broad range of actions under four overarching “strands” with a cross-cutting focus on cancer

 Improve and foster health 
in the EU 

 Reduce the burden of 
communicable and non-
communicable diseases

 Support health promotion 
and disease prevention

 Reduce health inequalities

 Foster healthy lifestyles

 Protect citizens from 
serious cross-border 
health threats

 Strengthen health systems 
response

 Enhance coordination 
among Member States to 
cope with serious cross-
border threats to health

 Improve availability, 
accessibility and affordability 
of medicinal products and 
medical devices, support their 
innovation

 Strengthen resilience and 
sustainability of health 
systems 

 Reinforce healthcare 
workforce

 Advance digital 
transformation of health 
systems

 Strengthen primary & 
secondary use of health 
data

CRISIS PREPAREDNESS
HEALTH PROMOTION & 
DISEASE PREVENTION

HEALTH SYSTEMS & 
HEALTHCARE WORKFORCE

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION

CANCER

POSSIBLE ELIGIBLE ACTIONS



EU4Health 
2021-27

EUR 5.3 billion

Health is an investment and the EU4Health Programme supports targeted investment to fund 
the Union health initiatives

EU4Health – financial envelope & work programmes

24 MARCH

2021
24 JUNE 2021 14 JANUARY 2022

Work Programme 2021
EUR 311.8 million

Work Programme 2022 
EUR 835.3 million

CRISIS PREPAREDNESS (INCLUDING HERA) 34.0%

HEALTH PROMOTION & DISEASE PREVENTION 7.7%

CANCER 24.9%

HEALTH SYSTEMS & HEALTHCARE WORKFORCE 22.0%

DIGITAL 10.4%

OTHER ACTIONS 1.1%

CRISIS PREPAREDNESS (INCLUDING HERA): 45.6%

HEALTH PROMOTION & DISEASE PREVENTION: 10.8%

CANCER: 17.6%

HEALTH SYSTEMS & HEALTHCARE WORKFORCE 15.1%

DIGITAL 9.2%

OTHER ACTIONS: 1.7%



EU4Health - 2021 & 2022 Work Programmes
10 months after adoption of the Programme, more than EUR 1 billion has been made 
available for investment through the WP2021 and WP2022



EU4Health – 2021 & 2022 Work Programmes

Grant procedures
50%

Public procurement procedures
47%

Prizes and contests
1%

Other expenditure
2%

EU4Health is implemented through annual work programmes

Work Programme 2021
EUR 311.8 million

Almost all actions have been launched with a handful of 

more complex ones to be launched in Q1/2022 

Grant procedures
61%

Public procurement procedures, 
36%

Indirect management 
2%

Other expenditure
0.5%

Work Programme 2022
EUR 835.5 million



EU4Health – Work Programme 2022

Strand ‘Crisis preparedness’: allocated budget EUR 380.9 million

Priorities

 HERA

 Tackling AMR

 Support to large-scale vaccination, including 
against COVID-19

 One Health approach for cross-border pathogens

 Reinforce Union cooperation with WHO on crisis 
preparedness

Actions (non exhaustive list)

Joint actions

 Implementation of AMR measures in Member States 

Action grants

 Implementation of results of innovative public health research in relation to vaccination against 
COVID-19

 Public procurement in health sector –HERA

Direct grants

 Enhancing whole genome and RT-PCR national infrastructures and capacities to respond COVID-19 
and future health threats –HERA

 Surveillance system for cross-border pathogens

Procurement

 EUFAB for vaccines and therapeutics production –HERA

 Vaccines against infectious disease threats –HERA

 IT development –HERA

 Innovative diagnostics testing -HERA

 Study on tackling AMR



EU4Health – Work Programme 2022

Strand ‘Health promotion and Disease prevention’: allocated budget EUR 90 million

Priorities

 Health promotion and prevention of non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) and related risk 
factors

 Addressing mental health challenges

Actions (non exhaustive list)

Joint actions
 Cancer and other NCDs prevention - health determinants

 Prevention NCDs - cardiovascular diseases and diabetes

Action grants
 Cancer and other NCDs prevention - health determinants

 Prevention NCDs - cardiovascular diseases, diabetes and other NCDs

 Promoting Mental health (best practices)

Procurement
 Evaluation of EU Action plan on childhood obesity 

Direct grants to International Organisations
 Addressing mental health challenges



EU4Health – Work Programme 2022

Strand ‘Cancer’: allocated budget EUR 146.9 million

Priorities

 Health promotion, cancer prevention and related 
risk factors

 Innovative approaches to prostate, lung, and 
gastric cancer screening at EU level

 Reducing inequalities in cancer care

 Quality of life of cancer survivors

 Tobacco control policy

 Evaluation of Europe’s beating cancer plan

Actions (non exhaustive list)

Joint actions

 Implementation of innovative approaches to prostate, lung, and gastric screening at 
Union level

 Second cohort of inter-speciality cancer training programme

Action grants

 Tobacco control policy and legislation

 Study on effectiveness of health information on alcoholic beverages

 Obstacles for cancer survivors to return to work 

 Code of conduct on fair access of cancer survivors to financial services

Direct grants to international organisations

 IARC and EU Observatory : cancer inequalities registry

 WHO – addressing alcohol-related harm



EU4Health – Work Programme 2022

Strand ‘Health systems’: allocated budget EUR 126.5 million

Priorities

 Reforming and strengthening health system

 Training for Health workforce, including digital 
skills

 Enhanced European Reference Networks

 Implementation of the Pharmaceutical 
legislation and strategy 

 Implementation of regulation on Medical 
devices and in vitro diagnostic medical devices

 Preparation and Implementation of the health 
technology assessment (HTA) Regulation 

Actions (non exhaustive list)

Joint actions
 Support ERNs integration to the national healthcare systems
 Increasing capacity building of EU medicines regulatory network
 Piloting new model approach for Blood, tissue and Cell preparation process. 
 Reinforcing market surveillance of medical devices and in vitro medical devices

Action grants
 Provide training for health workforce, including digital skills
 Warning features and guidance in the area of pricing: EURIPID database
 Supporting increased capacity of notified bodies for medical devices
 Training of patient and clinical experts contributing to HTA activities 

Procurement
 Guidelines on access to healthcare of people with disabilities
 Thematic activites: ERN, Pharma, SoHO, HTA  and Medical devices

Direct grants to MS
 Supporting maintenance of the European Medical Device Nomenclature

Direct grants to international organisations
 Supporting coordinating centres of the 24 ERNs 
 Orphanet: technical assistance and support



EU4Health – Work Programme 2022

Strand ‘Digital’: allocated budget EUR 76.6 million

Priorities

 European Health Data Space – infrastructure & 
governance; primary use of data

 European Health Data Space – infrastructure & 
governance; secondary use of data

Actions (non exhaustive list)

Joint actions

 Preparatory actions for a European Health Data Space: primary use and reuse of 
data

Procurement
 Expansion of core services to support access of patients to their health data : 

primary use of data

 Developing and deploying the basic EHDS2 core services: secondary use of data

 Operations of Myhealth@EU core services: primary use and support for capacity 
building

 Secondary use of health data-infrastructure governance

Direct grants to MS

 Expansion of Myhealth@EU Digital Service Infrastructure 

 Setting up services by health Data Access Bodies –secondary use of data



EU4Health – Work Programme 2022

CRISIS PREPAREDNESS
HEALTH PROMOTION & 
DISEASE PREVENTION

Joint actions

EUR 50 Million

Actions grants

EUR 35 Million

Direct grants

EUR 59 Million

CANCER
HEALTH SYSTEMS &

HEALTHCARE WORKFORCE
DIGITAL

Joint actions

EUR 55 Million

Actions grants

EUR 25 Million

Joint actions

EUR 76 Million

Actions grants

EUR 48 Million

Joint actions

EUR 24.7 Million

Actions grants

EUR 34.3 Million

Direct grants 

EUR 1.8 Million

Joint actions

EUR 4 Million

Direct grants

EUR 60 Million

Funding opportunities for Public Authorities: totally EUR 472.8 million



EU4Health – Work Programme 2022

CRISIS PREPAREDNESS
HEALTH PROMOTION & 
DISEASE PREVENTION

Implementation of 
relevant results of 
innovative public health 
research in relation to 
vaccination against 
COVID-19

EUR 30 Million

Support to structured 
dialogue at national or 
regional level on public 
procurement in the 
health sector – HERA

EUR 5 Million

Cancer and other NCDs 
prevention – action on 
health determinants 

EUR 11 Million

Prevention of NCDs -
cardiovascular diseases, 
diabetes and other NCDs

EUR 10 Million

Mental health 

EUR 15 Million 

Monitor and 
strengthen the 
implementation of 
innovative approaches 
to prostate, lung and 
gastric cancer 
screening at Union 
level

EUR 11 Million

CANCER

ACTIONS INTENDED FOR NGOS AND OTHER TYPES OF APPLICANTS

HEALTH SYSTEMS & 
HEALTHCARE WORKFORCE

Training for health 
workforce, including 
digital skills 

EUR 29 Million

Increase capacity of 
notified bodies for 
medical devices

EUR 4 Million

Implementation of the 
Regulation on health 
technology assessment 

EUR 1 Million 

Other: DP-g-22-06.05 
EUR 5 million 

ACTIONS INTENDED SOLELY

FOR NGOS

DP-g-22-26.01

Open call for proposal for 
operating grants

Financial contribution to the 
functioning of health non-
governmental bodies 
implementing one or more 
specific objectives of 
Regulation 2021/522EUR 

EUR 9 Million

Total: EUR 14 million 

Funding opportunities for NGOs: totally EUR 130 million



EU4Health – the way forward

2023 work programme and beyond
Preparatory work: strategic orientations and priorities

 Member States’ consultation (EU4Health Steering Group)

 Stakeholder outreach activities

 Synergies and complementarities

 Monitoring and evaluation

 Global Health



IMPLEMENTATION & DEPLOYMENT

 ERDF 
 ESF+ 
 InvestEU
 RRF
 EU4Health

RESEARCH & INNOVATION

 Horizon Europe 
 ERDF 
 InvestEU
 EU4Health (innovation uptake)

PILOTS

 Horizon Europe
 Digital Europe
 EU4Health

TECHNICAL SUPPORT & ADVISORY SERVICES

 Technical Support Instrument 
 InvestEU
 EU4Health

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION

 EU4Health
 Horizon Europe
 Digital Europe

EU4Health – Synergies & Complementarities
An approach by policy area: many instruments contributing to the same objectives

CRISIS PREPAREDNESS & RESPONSE

 EU4HEALTH

 UCPM/RESCEU
 ERDF 
 INVESTEU
 RRF



Performance framework - indicators

INDICATORS REPORTING ON

IMPLEMENTATION

 Outputs and results

 Representative of 
progress in 
implementation and 
effects of interventions

 Aggregated at Programme 
level for typical actions 
(capacity building, best 
practices …).

 Collected from 
beneficiaries

INDICATORS LISTED IN ANNEX II OF THE

EU4HEALTH PROGRAMME REGULATION

 Reported annually 

 Representative of progress and 
effects of implementation of the 
programme 

 Precise information & measurement: 
metadata, baseline and target

ACTION-LEVEL

INDICATORS

CORE

PERFORMANCE

INDICATORS

IMPACT

INDICATORS
INDICATORS REPORTING ON THE CONTRIBUTION TO THE

ACHIEVEMENT OF OBJECTIVES

 Contribution no attribution

 Representative of the ambitions of the programme

 Linked to SDGs

A meaningful and robust system to measure progress, achievements and impacts



 EU4Health specific objective for global health

 Max 12.5% of the EU4Health budget for global commitments and health initiatives 

 Support to actions by international organisations contributing to the objectives of the 
programme 

 Strengthen collaboration among Union institutions, Union agencies, and international 
organisations and networks for maximum effectiveness and efficiency of actions at EU and 
international level

EU4Health – global health

EU vision common values & principles of solidarity towards equitable and universal 
coverage of quality health services

EU voice speak with one voice

EU action a shared responsibility to progress towards the achievement of the SDGs

The EU Role in Global Health COMM (2010) 128



Thank you
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